
Developmental Psychology Language Game - Groups

Each group gets a set of 5 phonemes to use during the game.  Photocopy this page once for each
student in each group.  Cut out the group lists and include them in the envelopes with the shapes.

Groups work best with 2 to 5 students in each.  Each phoneme is only in one groups list, and I
attempted to make all 5 phonemes sound distinct.  The first 6 groups are well balanced and the
last 3 groups have less distinctive sounds.

For complete details on playing the language game, see DevPsy.org . – K. H. Grobman

Group One

ei ay, bay diphthong
i city, bit monophthong
t two, sting, bet, tan, plosive flap
l left, bell, lent approximant
d3 gin, joy, edge, judge affricate

Group Two

i see, beet monophthong
oi boy diphthong
k cat, kill, skin, thick plosive
r run, very, rent approximant
d this, breathe, thy fricative

Group Three

ju pupil, few diphthong
e bed, bet monophthong
g go, get, beg, gander plosive
w we, went approximant
Ú she, emotion, leash fricative

Group Four

'u no, boat diphthong
a father monophthong
p pen, spin, tip, pan plosive
j yes approximant
q thing, breath, thigh fricative

Group Five

ai my, bye diphthong
u soon, through, boot monophthong
d do, odd, dan, rider plosive flap
n no, tin, knee nasal
tÚ chair, nature, teach affricate

Group Six

au now, about diphthong
ae lad, cat, ran, bat monophthong
b but, web, ban plosive
m man, ham, me nasal
f fool, enough, leaf fricative

Group Seven

ie near, here diphthong
^ run, enough, above monophthong
au arm vowel
h ham, hope fricative
3 pleasure, beige, azure fricative

Group Eight

e' hair, there diphthong
u put, book monophthong
µ not, wasp vowel
h singer, ring nasal
s see, city, pass, sign fricative

Group Nine

u' tour diphthong
' about, above monophthong
… law, caught vowel
z zoo, rose, resign fricative
v voice, have, vine fricative
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Phonemes in American English

Phoneme Symbol Examples of Phoneme’s Use in English Category
l left, bell, lent approximant
r run, very, rent approximant
w we, went approximant
j yes approximant
m man, ham, me nasal
n no, tin, knee nasal
h singer, ring nasal
f fool, enough, leaf, fine fricative
q thing, breath, thigh fricative
s see, city, pass, sign fricative
Ú she, sure, emotion, leash, assure fricative
h ham, hope fricative
v voice, have, vine fricative
d this, breathe, thy fricative
z zoo, rose, resign fricative
3 pleasure, beige, azure fricative
g go, get, beg, gander plosive
p pen, spin, tip, pan plosive
k cat, kill, skin, queen, thick, can plosive
b but, web, ban plosive
d do, odd, dan, rider plosive flap
t two, sting, bet, tan, writer plosive flap
tÚ chair, nature, teach, church affricate
d3 gin, joy, edge, judge affricate
a father monophthong
i see, beet monophthong
i city, bit monophthong
e bed, bet monophthong
3 bird monophthong
ae lad, cat, ran, bat monophthong
^ run, enough, above monophthong
u put, book monophthong
u soon, through, boot monophthong
' about, above monophthong
$ winner, butter monophthong
au arm vowel
µ not, wasp vowel
… law, caught vowel
ei day, bay diphthong
ai my, bye diphthong
oi boy diphthong
ju pupil, few diphthong
'u no, boat diphthong
au now, about diphthong
ie near, here diphthong
e' hair, there diphthong
u' tour diphthong
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